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Availability Please visit this website for more information about the instrument: Modified 

Overt Agression Scale Link  

Classification: Supplemental 

Short 

Description of 

Instrument:

The Modified Overt Aggression Scale (MOAS), was developed to assess four 

types of aggressive behavior: verbal aggression, aggression against property, 

auto aggression, physical aggression. The MOAS instructs the individual to rate 

the patient’s aggressive behaviors over the past week.  

The MOAS is individually administered. It is generally administered by nursing 

staff although no specific qualifications are required. 

Scoring: Items are scored on a 5-point scale. Scores range from 0 to 40, with higher 

scores indicating more aggression. 
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